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Construction General
Permit — Stormwater

e NDUSTRIAL Deadline: 5/4/07 Spm
l- ENVIRONMENTAL |
[/ ASSOCIATION

Leaders of Environmental Responsibility

EGEIVE

boond -4 2007

© May 4, 2007

Ms. Song Her, Clerk 1o the Board
State Water Resources Control Beard

1001 “T" Street, 247 Floor : SWRCB EXECUTIVE
Sacramento, CA 935814

Subject: Industrizl Environmentat Assnciation Comments-
State Water Resources Control Board Draft Counstroction Perit

Dear Ms, Her and Members of the Board:

The Industrial Environmental Association (IEA) is a Southern California regional organization
representing manufacturing, high technology and vesearch and development companies. Many of our
members are cither considering or already in the process of considering site impravements, building
upgrades, expansions or nicw facilities.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the March 2007 preliminary draft construction
stormwater permit and the extension of the deadline to provide additional time for review.

1EA would like 1o submit comment= in the following areas:
*Wumeric Limits:

We heve chosety folfowesd the work of e Blee Ribhon Panet Repont
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require further scientifically-based protocols and daia-gatherng prograsms.

The inclusion of namerie Nmits i nerrmits should be delayed o a¥oow the Blue Rivhon Panel, or
& successor group, mors time o determing anpropriate background levels, the sffectiveness of new
technologies and Best Management Practices (BMPs), as well as fexthility m determining the most
sffective method to achisve compliance,

*Hydromodification:

Hydramodification requirements of the draft permit are of particutar concern. Many ndustrial
sites have purchased their properties years in advance and have planned for decades-long mult-stage
pusidout of their full gperational capabilities. Any significant changes to the design, engineering, and
planning for large industrial complexes could cause considerable expense and scrious logistical challenges
in now heing able to meet the intended nceds of their cornpames.

The kinds of controls and watershed planning in the hydromodification should be accomplished

during the land use and planning process rather than through a water quality permitting process, and we
would reqaest that hydromodification not be included in the context of this construction permit.
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*Dest Management Practices (BMPs):

Industrial facilities have typically worked with BMPs through the administration of the
General ndustrial Permit. BMPs can have varying degrees of applicability and outcomes across industry
scctors based on widely-varying circumstances.

Minimum BMPs specified in the permit must be reasonable, achievable and
take into account site-related factors and conditions.

*Prioritization of Threat to Water Ouglity;

As with all water quality cecision-making processes and this permit, there should be
prioritization of threat to water quality.

The requirements of the construction permit shauld be based on a risk/benefit
approach that will result in the state being able to appropriately focus its time and resources on problem
areas and major threats o water quality.

In summary, we appreciate this oppartusity (0 present our views and would urge modifications as
stated abovce to aliow for a permit that can be fairly and reasonably implemented throughout the State of
Catifornia while providing significantly cnhanced water guality protections. :

Sincerely,
T g e
T " 7

Patii Krebs

I xecutive Director

Tudustrial Environmental Association
7 “B” Strect, Suite 1040

San Disgo, CA 92164
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